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Course Syllabus

Beginning In-Hand Driving
DR201

Course Description:

This course provides instruction in beginning in-hand driving of the cart and single horse.  It will cover proper rein position, driving technique, identification and use of different types of harnesses, hitches, and collars and their proper use.  Students will learn to drive in the arena and on the open road.
Pre-requisite:

NWNHC DR101: Foundational Driving

NWNHC HS101: Foundational Horsemanship or Parelli Level 1, Jonathan Field Course 1, or other natural horsemanship equivalent.  Horse must respond to direct and indirect pressure without opposition, stand still, be able to handle common environmental stimuli, have minimal flight reflex and, most of all, and respect you.  Human must be proficient in the basic techniques of natural horsemanship.

Required materials:

Rope halter and 12 ft lead rope

Two 22 – 25 ft long lines
Textbook “Farming With Horses” by Steve Bower & Marlen Steward
Special student equipment package and reading materials available at: www.nwnhc.com/html/driving_order_form.htm 

10% Student Discount on equipment and required DVD.  Use Promo Code STU10 when ordering.

Goals: All students and horses must be able to demonstrate a knowledge of heavy and light harnesses, collars and hitches, and their proper use, parts of the cart, hitching technique, safe driving procedures, correct rein position basic driving cues and in-hand driving proficiency.  Successful completion of coursework is at the discretion of the instructors.

Expectations:

1. Student will review and study required reading materials

2. Student will practice outside of classroom time

3. Student will be supportive and respectful of students, teachers and horses (including no texting or phone use during class)

Outcomes:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of how to choose the proper harness, hitch and collar for the intended use..

2. Demonstrate knowledge of  the different parts of the harness, hitch and cart.

3. Demonstrate ability to safely drive a horse and cart using “natural” techniques.

4. Demonstrate proper lines position and technique.
Cancellations: The postponement or cancellation of classes and announcements will be made via email or telephone call. If the student is unable to attend a class please email NWNHC or call directly at (425) 222-7911 

1st Class:  Fitting Harness
After some good ground work learned in previous lessons we will put the horse in home made shafts and let you become used to the feel.  This can only be done if you have harness.

2nd Class:  Ground Driving in Shafts
Repeat lesson 1 and put the shafts on the ground letting the horse pull them around on the ground

3rd Class:  Adding Weight to Shafts
Repeat lessons 1-2.  Now we will apply some weight to the shafts and let the horse get the feel of something to pull
4th Class:  Cart Driving

Repeat 1, 2, 3.  If all goes well and you and the horse are ready, we will hook up the cart and begin to drive

5th Class:  Driving in the Arena

If you have succeeded with classes 1-4, we will do some driving in the indoor arena

6th Class:  Driving Down the Road

Upon completion of classes 1-5 you will be ready to go down the road for a drive

